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and blessings along  the road, even   as they had
followed the Princess Mary shortly "before, (f as if she
were God Almighty/5 as Anne said.   In defiance of
Henry's threats, cf God save the Queen " rang high
and  clear   wherever   she   went,  and   the   people,
" wishing her joy, comfort, and all manner of pros-
perity, and mishap to her enemies, begged her with
tears to let them serve her; for they were all ready
to die for her sake/'l   Anne's spite at such demon-
strations was characteristic.    Katharine possessed
a very rich and gorgeous length of stuff, which she
had brought from Spain to serve as a christening
robe if she should have a son and heir.   Anne's
time was drawing near, and she would not be con-
tent until the King had demanded of his wife the
Spanish material to serve as a robe for the Prince
of Wales, which he was confident would be born to
Anne.    <c God forbid," replied Katharine, "that I
should ever give help or countenance in a case so
horrible and abominable as this ! " and the indignity
of forcible searching of her chests for the stufi at
least was not insisted upon then.
Anne's own position was hardly a happy one;
her one hope being that the coming child would be
a son, as the King was assured by astrologers that
it would be. For amorous Henry was already
tiring somewhat of her, and even Cromwell's tone
was less confident than before. Early in August,
Henry left her at Greenwich to go to Windsor alone,
for the first time since they had been together.
Sometime in July she had insisted upon a very
sumptuous bed, which had formed part of a French
i Chapuys to the Emperor, soth July 1533.